Circa 1808
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MOUNT HEBRON
Ellicott City
Private

From Mount Hebron, home of Judge Thomas Beale Dorsey, went sons and
daughters who built other outstanding architectural landmarks for Howard
County, such as E1 Monte and Woodlawn.

The main house was built circa 1808 for Thomas Beale Dorsey by Colonel
John Worthington Dorsey his father, who commanded an Elk Ridge Company
in the Maryland line during the Revolutionary War.

A two and a half story, five bay wide two bay deep stone structure, Mount
Hebron features proportionally scaled fenestration, central south and north
entrances, twin gabled roof dormer windows and hipped roof south portico
supported by four wooden posts and connecting ballustrade.

A shed roofed stone addition on the west wall of the house is conjectured to be
earlier, while a fine gabled roof stone barn is located southwest of the property.
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This two-% story, five bay wide stone structure is reminiscent
of Font Hill and Woodlawn with its gabled roof, fine proportionsg
and heavy granite block construction laid on a stone foundation)/
Two gabled roof dormers are inset into the gabled roof of the
east elevation which hold double hung windows with six-over-
six lights.

A second floor rectangular door with a fire escape is centered
into the east wall. A hipped roofed portico with wooden ball-
ustrade supported by four columns is centered into the middle
three bays of the east wall. The fenestration is character-
ized by fine stone lintels, is double hung and proportionally
scaled. 1It's north wall holds two double hung windows with six
over-three lites. On the east bay there is a first floor double
hung window decorated with a vertical stretcher stone flat arch-
ed lintel and wooden sill. The west or back elevation is five baly
wide and has six steps on the right which lead to a stone land-

floor door. The fenestration is characterized by stone flat
arched lintels and is proportionally scaled, 12-over-12 lites
on the first floor, l2-over-8 lites on the second floor. A
central double hung window lies midway between the first and
second floors to lite the interior staircase landing. The
south elevation holds two windows with six-over-six lites.

A one story back addition with south wall brick chimney and
west entrance door lies south of the south wall. A shed roofed
enclosed wooden porch with wooden steps leads to a door on a
further shed roofed addition on the south wall of the house-
This is two stones high, one bay wide and two bays deep. Eight
stone steps lead to the front porch whose south entrance door
is surmounted by a three lite transom. The south windows are
double hung and hold nine-over-nine lites. A large barn is
located southwest of the main house which stands on a gently
sloping Knoll and is presently used as part of the Mt. Hebron
Presbyterian Church.

ing topped with concrete which is set in front of a central first
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Several interesting facts were uncowred in an interview
with Mrs. Eleanor Roger Thompson Brownley whose father, Dorsey
Thomp son was born at Mt. Hebron on January 8, 1840, the son
of Gilbert L ivingston Thompson and Mary Ann Tolley Dorsey,
daughter of Judge Thomas Be ale Dorsey.

Mount Hebron was built by Colonel John Worthington Dorsey
who commanded an Elk Ridge Company in the Maryland line during
the Revolut ionary War. He lived at Wyoming on St. John's Lane
which has since disappeared. The house was built by him for
his son, Thomas Beale Dorsey at the time of his marriage
January 28, 1808 to Milcah Goodwin, a granddaughter of Caleb
Dorsey of B2lmont. At that time, fathers fre quently built
homes for the ir sons and daughters.

lawyer who became an able jur ist and was Chif Justice at
Annapolis. He frequently made the journey to Annapolis on
horseback. When doing so, he brought two horses with h im,

one riden by a small boy who accompan i&d him part of the way,
exchanging horses with tle judge when the judee's horse tired
and hence returning to Hebron on the tired animal. It was due
to his efforts as a member of the Const itutional Conwvention
in 1851 that Howard District became Howard County.

Thomas and M ilcah had e ight ch ildren born to them, one of
which, Sally Eliza (a daughter who newer married) built El
Monte, ore of the most outstanding landmar ks of Howard County.
She was born to them January 3, 1817. Judge Thomas Beale
Dorsey also built Woodlawn, another county landmar k for h is soi
Thomas Beale Dorsey, Jr.

Another daughter, Mary Ann Tolley born 3-31-1815, marrid
Gilbert Livingston Thompson on February 23, 1839 and had her
first child, Dorsey Thompson at Mt. Hebron on January 8, 1840.

Mount Hebron's date of construction is there fore estab-
lished between the years 1808, the year of Judge Thomas Beale
Dorsey' s marriage and 1840 when Dorsey Thompson was born.

({cont inue d)

Judge Thomas Beale Dorsey was a well-kown Howard D istr ict
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Interview with Mrs. Eleanor Rogers Thompson Brownley,
4298 Columbia Pilke, Ellicott City, Maryland on December 13,197

Warfield, J.D. Founders of Anne Arundel and Howard

Count iés, Maryland. Baltimore 1972, pp 148, 151, 182, 403,
496, 539.
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i

i

Please see Tax Map 17, p. 400
7.58 acres 353-396
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Mt. Hebron - Significance (continued)

Architecturally the building has faced some alterations on its front
facade with the construction of a fire escape up to the second floor middle
bay entrance door. Otherwise, the basic integrity of the house remains
relatively unchanged with the fine stone work of the building exhibited in
the stretcher stone flat arched lintels which decorate the rectangular
proportionally scaled windows of the house.

A fine example of Howard County's stone mansions and associated
historically with Judge Thomas Beale Dorsey, Mount Hebron should be in-
cluded in any future Tocal landmark legislation and considered for inclusion
into the National Register of Historic Places.
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